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Somerville High School Building Committee Info Session Notes 
 

PROJECT:  Somerville HS Project MEETING DATE:  October 22, 2018 

LOCATION: Modular Trailer Complex, 81 Highland  
 

ATTENDEES:   (Absent in Italics) 

Bldg. Cmte:  □ Mayor Curtatone (JC) □ Tony Pierantozzi (TP) □ Tony Ciccariello (TC)   

   □ Rob King (RK)  □ Mary Skipper (MS) □ Stan Koty (SK)            
□ Max Nadeau(MN) □ Ed Bean (EB)  □ Alumdena Abeyta (AA)  

□ Tom Bent (TB)             □ Adda Santos(AS)  □ Mary-Jo Rossetti (MJR)  

 □ Leo DeSimone (LD)    □ Sebastian LaGambina (SL) □ Carrie Normand (CN) 

PMA:  □ Anthony Lopresti  □ Chad Crittenden □ Sean Burke  □ Walter Hartley 

SMMA:  □ Alex Pitkin  □ Lorraine Finnegan □ Matt Rice  □ Erin Prestileo 

   □ Tony Iacovino  □ Peter Lukaic 

Suffolk:  □ Chris Walenton  □ Doreen Crowley  □ Denis Garriepy 

Others:  □ SEE ATTACHED SIGN-IN SHEET  

 

Meeting called to order by Chair Tony Pierantozzi at 4:35 PM.   

 
Motion to approve minutes of the September 24, 2018 meeting M:RK S:MS D:None V:9-0-1 

 

General  

Item Responsible Due Notes 
9/09:01 SBC  General Update:  TP gave an overview of the meeting agenda.  

 

TP: Announced that they are not going to enter into executive session.  We have 

$113MM contracted, $64MM in process.  Cannot speak to details of the 

remaining buyout but it is around $25MM.   

 

While it is not a requirement, next meeting it would be appropriate to ask the 

committee to ask the committee for a vote to approve the GMP. 

 

The updated committee membership document is approved by the MSBA, it will 

be attached to the meeting minutes.           

 
9/09:01 SBC  Design Update: FF&E – SMMA: There is a second FF&E meeting tomorrow to 

review furniture selection. 
 

AS: When are smart board locations being determined? SMMA: They were 

located as part of the earlier design suggestions. 

 

MS: Suggests that we should visit schools that have similar furniture.  

 

TP: reminded the committee that the design team will make product 

recommendations based on staff surveys, nothing will be decided without 

justification and substitutions may be required.  
 SCCI  Construction Update– SCCI:  The ongoing work is the mass excavation of the 

soils within the footprint of the building.  During excavation we have uncovered 

utilities abandoned in place including transit pipe and asbestos insulation.  We 

have a full time hygienist on site to evaluate suspect materials and send samples to 
the lab for confirmation. We go through and confirm to all of the required 

regulatory procedures.   
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TB: did the site get shut down. SCCI: there was about a 3 day shutdown and have 
since resumed bulk excavation. TB: As soon as the material was uncovered, was it 

contained? SCCI: yes, as is a requirement.  All hazardous materials are being dealt 

with per state and federal regulations.  DEP can sometimes take a long time to 

respond, would they expedite their review for the project? 

 

MJR: Has received questions about Hazmat, would have liked to have been 

notified of the issue when it happened.  TP: There is a process.  SCCI is our point 

of contract with the DEP.  We have one point of contract for matters such as these.   

Our procedure moving forward is to remove all utilities we encounter and not 

abandon anything in place.  While we have schedule concerns, we are doing what 

is best for the future health of the site.    
 

We met with the mayor because of the vast inaccuracy with reporting about the 

site.  We will not respond to the recent online article about the site.  If the 

committee requests, we will work with city communication to provide accurate 

information to the public.   

 
    

 

 

Cost / Schedule 

Item Responsible Due Notes 
09:11 PMA  Project Schedule:  SCCI – With all of the issues we have had, we are on track for 

phase one opening on time.  We have been delayed be we have time to absorb the 

delay.     

 
1/06:01 PMA  Project Budget:  TP: Reported that while we are over budget on the construction 

line items, we are within the overall project budget.   We are within the overall 

project budget and having conversations which budgets lines the funding is coming 

from as we maximize or MSBA reimbursement.   
2/15:01 TC  Plaques and Memorials – TC: no update  
2/15:02 City  Community Meeting/Outreach: no update  
3/26:02 ALL  GLX: RK: The project team continues to meet with GLX and coordinate our 

designs 
6/25:01 PMA  School Interaction: MS:  how do we create a communication flow to alert 

staff, students and parents?  Who is the lead on communications? RK :  We 

get technical information from our consultants: what is the issue? how is it 

being dealt with? How will it be resolved?  This information is fed to the city 
and school department to draft a formal response as required. TP: The school 

and city communications department work together on issuing information.   

 

TB: Would like to see what is going out to the parents or city.  Can the 

committee be added to the distribution list.  MS: The letter came from SG, not 

the district and went to the High School distribution list.  PMA: If the 

committee is added to that distribution list, they will get every high school 

notification not just construction related.  LD: will send PMA and construction 

related school communications to distribute to the committee.  TP: If there 

concerns, please let me or PMA know and your concerns will be addressed. 

PMA: If there are construction related questions, don’t wait for a meeting to 

get answers; please contact me and I will get you the information you are 
looking for.    

MN: Asked if there was any issues opening the windows PMA: There is no 

reason to not open the windows other than noise and dust. TP: You will see 

people in white Tyvek suits, this is to protect workers in the immediate 
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vicinity of the asbestos and to prevent them from bringing asbestos fibers 
home on their clothing.      

10/22:1   GMP Discussion:  SCCI: The GMP will be presented at the next building 
committee meeting.  100% of buyout will be complete in the next 6 weeks.   

10/22:2   Cover Walkways: SMMA: Presented a plan for covered walkways from 1895 
building to the atrium. They would be built from scaffolding, with scrim on the 

sides.  The price for the system about $280K.  MS: does not think the system 

provides any benefit to the school.  It is not providing a great path for non-

ambulatory students.  It is also not continuous cover, which is impossible to do 

because of fire truck access requirement.  TP: Would entertain a motion to 

approve the covered walkways (no motion was made) 
2/15:03 ALL  Public Comment: None 

 
   Upcoming Meetings : 

NEW : 11/05 – HS MODS – 4:30 

11/14 – TBD – 4:30 

12/10 – TBD – 4:30 
   New Business: RK: Announced that he has accepted a job as MassPort and will 

be leaving his current position.   

 

Meeting Adjourned: Motion to Adjourn M:CN;  S:EB 8-0-1 5:28PM  

 
 

 
The author of these minutes assumes, to the best of his or her knowledge, that the above content of these Meeting Minutes depict all that transpired during this Project meeting. All attendees are required to address 

by memo or via e-mail, any omissions, errors or inconsistencies in the reporting of these Meeting Minutes, to the writer, within two (2) business days of receipt of these Meeting Minutes.   

Prepared By: Sean Burke, PMA Consultants 

 

Signed:  Sean Burke      Date: 10/01/18;  


